ITHE EN T WINED HISTORIES

of the

CO UNT[ Y CLUDB PLAZA
x RAPHAEL HOITEL

The Country Club Plaza of Kansas City is known as the first shopping center to accommodate automobiles
in America. A few steps down is the Raphael Hotel, originally built as the Villa Serena Apartments.

Since the 19205, both have evolved while remaining true to their historic roots
in this sophisticated center for dining, shopping and culture.

Jale Of Jwo Histories.
ITHE COUNIRY CLUB PLAZA & RAPHAEL HOTEL

Country Club Plaza Raphael Fotel
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The land’s history of commerce extends back to its original use as a brickyard/quarry and dairy farm.
The Sunset Hills Gardens sat on the property until the Villa Serena Apartments were built.
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J.C. Nichols acquires land originally known as
Brush Creek Valley. Upon announcing his new
property, the public dubbed it as “Nichols’
Folly" since the area was seen as undesirable
at that time.
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McCanles Building Company purchases three
lots for upscale and luxury apartment
buildings inspired by the Spanish and
The Country Club Plaza opens as the Mediterranean motifs.
nation’s first suburban shopping district,
bringing in much business and success.
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Jack Henry Clothing is founded and later becomes
one of the oldest stores on The Plaza.
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Management repositions The Plaza with Belar
luxury hotels to combat competition from
new suburban shopping malls. J.C. Nichols purchases the apartments and
repurposes the complex into a hotel.
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The 100-year flood that struck The Plaza on The building is reborn as the Raphael Hotel, with the
September 12 was one of the most defining renovation faithfully preserving its historic features.
moments in Plaza history. A total of 23 lives The hotel is immediately successful, pioneering two
were lost in the flood and Plaza businesses now-popular niche categories: boutique hotels and
suffered an estimated $58 million of damage. all-suite hotels.
The merchants, their suppliers and the larger
community came together, prompting a time | 9 7 ¢
of renovation and revitalization.
The Raphael Restaurant opens.
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J.C. Nichols Company merges with Highwood
Properties in North Carolina, which now runs
The Plaza.
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5 Lighthouse Properties
P purchases the Raphael Hotel.
-:;r—ﬁ e
{ .-'ll Hm\‘--....
:___.--"#'-.:.__}'H“‘-.E.I J I___;":'_,-"'..-""ﬁhL \u' “'\_II
\ L Ve A
|'l Iﬁ' —7 x . ®
R ) T
¢ | ."I e ot
| | - et}
/JI :," [ ___,/f = | ! :II
| ll‘lll"-__.-'l‘--il _L"Il r__,.-'"; i . i
II /;;-—-'I / / ____---'Ju I|
= I
U= 7 7 ’ First extensive restoration of the property
since its original conversion. Renovation
z t 1z f | > includes all-new infrastructure and decor.
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Raphael Hotel's property is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.
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The Plaza's legendary JJ's wins final Grand
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explosion and fire destroys the building in 2013 = o e G e e

TODAY

The Country Club Plaza is home to more than 150 shops and has year-round
entertainment and events. The ornate Raphael Hotel stands tall as a landmark and remains
Kansas City's most-recognized example of Italian Renaissance Revival-styled architecture.

Caperience the very best of Jansas City's history and culture!

CONNECIT WIIH US ON.:

FACEBOOK TWITTER NSTAGRAM
JCountryClubPlaza @ThePlazaKC @CountryClubPlaza

~ o~
i . | | e ™y

 VISIT: WWW.( INTRYCLUBPLAZA COM | .
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